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According to estimetos wmale by the Sales Department of the Ministry for
Health irn early December 1953, the unsold surplus of medical-pharma-

ceutical supplies will amount to about 35 miliion DME by 31 December 1953. 4,

In addition, medical equipment worth sbout 3., million DME will still be
unsold as of that date. The main items in the surplus stock of medical
equipment are seven tons of artificial teeth, about 100 oil~pressure
chairs, about 100 electromotors for dentiste, medical sutures

worth about 300,000 DME, bendages worlh about 500,000 DME,
200,000 fever thermometers, injection equipment, etc. The surplus

stock of medicallpharmaceutical supplies includes the following main
items, in addition to large quantities of proiucts of a general med-
iecal character {such as drugs for indigestion, disinfecting agents,
homoeopathic remedies, anti-rheumztism aide ~nd herb dist iiaten):

Analgesic medicaments worth about 5 million DME
Sulfonamides worth atout 1 million DME

Cough syrups and dragees worth sboul 7 million DME
Isouicotinic acid hydrazide and thebethon worth sbout 500,000 DME
dormones warthk gbout 2 million DME

Medicaments ugrinst heart and circulition trouble worth about
1 million DME

Peniecillin worth more than 7 miliion DiE

The surplus of penicillin arcse in the follcwing way. In March 1953,
VEB Jenapharm, Jena, was ordered to produce 700 hillion International
Units of penicillin, which represented a vnlue of about six million DME.
This supply was supposged to go intc the Oprretional Reserve, which at
that time d4id not yet exist but wiich asccrding to plans was % de
established in the summer of 1953. Jenstvherm transferred the peniciliin
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“to DHI Fharmazie und Zrarkenhaursbedarf., which advanced the noney for

the Cperational Reserve. DHI wi:z reimbursed =n September 1953 alter

the Uperetional Reserve was officlally estcbiished, subsecueni to a
decision of %ra Council cf Ministers on 10 sumust 1955, 2f This

declision also gtipulated that 750 billiecn Intern“uihuLL Trits of peni-
©illin, representing a velue of skbout seven million DI, were to be

taken over into the Operational Zegervs from the Gtate Roserve. The
budget of the Onerutionzl Reserve, howsver, was limited %o 15 million DME,
which made it impossible for the Coerational Re‘erve to take over the
penicillin suonlies fron ths Otete Reserve ofter reimbursing DIZ for

its advance to Jenapharm. 4s & result, there is at present a penicillin
surplus of 750 billion Internation Units. 3/

The survlus situation described above does rot mean thut Lasi Gormany is
well supnlied with all the medical-pharmsceutical products it nceds.

The surplus situstion only refers to certain supslies, of which the

most important ones are listod above. On the other hand, there has been
and is a shortage of certvain critical supslies which Last fermany lhas to
import. So far, immorts ol these muterials have not overed toital Zast
Garman re uwirements. e following are the most imsoriant of these
critical supplies; producers zre piven in purentheses afier each itenm:
v: Supronal { »roduced by

n Lo Roche, Granzach)j
"'leosin"( ba, Yehr ).

a. Tigh-quality sulfonarides, specificall
Bayer, Leverkusen); 'ﬂantrlsiﬂ' (Noffma
"Badional (Bayer)

b. .Jntibiotics, except penicillin, mainly streptomycin, aureomyecin,
terramycin and clhlorowycetin. é/

¢. High-quality sera, such cs antidiphtheria znd zntitetasus sera,
ar& cpecial sere, such zs sanake sera aad Joromoletz serun
(Behring, Merburg).

.« Mereostics, such as 1augning gas (Merck, Darmstact);"3Iripan
Sodium” (Hwigary); and"Dolantin® (Hungary).

(3

e. Certain analﬂe81cs, such as "Irgapyrin" and "Jutazolidin®
(Geigy, Dasel).

f. Inject.ble X-ray contrast :gents, mainly "“er—Abrodjl“ (Bayer);
“wbrodil"(3uyer); "Joduron" (Gilar, Schuffhausen,Switzerland;;
"Paniopague" (?); "lospect' (SPOFA, Pragc a).

¢ Various other products: "Depot Durarin” (4sta, Brackwede):
"Thiomedon" {Cheniewerk, JOmburg); npecial insulin (Chenmische

verike Moechat and Deﬁ@ark), antinistamines on phenothiazine basis
(Beehringor, Hannheim and Fnoll, Lud vigshafen): vituzins

(Toffmann La Rocheand fTolland); special hormones (Ciba and Tolland) .

/_for nore information on the survnidus =situation.

Comment - The averag? annual Zemand for genieillin in Test
Germany is about 3,000 billion Internztisnal Unide,
if prirns <re novrmal. Vith increased prices, the

demand decreases, a5 1t has happened in the past.
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There is a shortage of chloromycetin, althougn this
antiviotic is produced under the nanme of
"Chloronitrin" by Jenapharm, Jeng, and Schering,
Berlin-Adlershof. The production of these two
enterprises does not cover East German demands.
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